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Liberal Diva Endorsement Questionnaire 
SDCDP 2020 Election 

 

Name__Steve Castaneda____                                      AD___80________ 

Email___s.castaneda@cox.net_______________          Phone__619-756-4698__________  

 

Please keep all answers to 150 words or less. 
 

 

1 Why do you want to be on the San Diego County Central 
Committee?  

I want to bring fairness, accountability and transparency to the Central Committee. As 
a current member of the party, I understand the responsibility we have in supporting 
the best candidates possible. Democratic voters throughout the county look to us to 
provide guidance on whom they should vote for in our endorsements and the 
candidates we help. We owe it to them to ensure, to the greatest extent possible that 
our processes and our decisions our based on what is best for our Party and our 
community. I think I can help do that. 

2 What is/are the issue(s) that concern you most (name up to 
three)?  

Influence in decision making and unequal application of organization policy. 

3 How would being on the SDCDP with those/that issue(s)?  

In the first year serving on the Central Committee, I chaired the Administration 
Committee. In that capacity, I worked with the committee to craft by-laws that make it 
harder to game the endorsement process and proposed policies that held candidates 
accountable for endorsing non-Democrats. As a member I can be part of establishing 
those kinds of policies and enforcing them. 
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4 Would you help bring forward and/or support a bylaw change 
that would get rid of the lifetime appointment (circle one) for 
Central Committee members?    

 

Yes                 

 

5 What qualifies you to be on the Central Committee?  

I have been involved in government and electoral politics since my mid-twenties. 
Volunteering on campaigns, serving on political staffs, and being elected to political 
office gives me a perspective and background uniquely suited for service on the Central 
Committee.  

 

6 Have you read the Bylaws, the Policies and Procedures and the 
Code of Conduct for the SDCDP? 

 

Yes        

7 Who did you vote for President in the 2016 Democratic Primary? 
 

Bernie Sanders      

 

8 If elected to the SDCDP, who will you pick as your alternate?  

I would continue to have my existing Alternate serve. 
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9 How do you determine your support for or against a candidate or 
an initiative?  

I make every attempt to weigh all consequences and attempt to align the person/issue 
with our Democratic principles. 

 

10 Give an example of a time when you disagreed with a friend 
about something that you felt very strongly about.  Are you still 
friends with that person? 

 Every election, I have friends that I disagree with. In fact, in So. San Diego County there 
is a disagreement on a certain race. I always try and make sure that political 
differences don’t be come personal.  

 

11 What are two things you are willing to do to help get Democrats 
elected?  

Contribute and work. 

12 Tell about a time when you did something that you didn’t like to 
do or disagreed with but did it anyway because it was good for 
other people.  

Not sure. I do a lot of volunteer work, so I like to help people. I may not like the job, but 
that isn’t what is important. Making a difference for someone else is. 

 

13 Tell about a time you made a mistake.  What did you learn from 
this experience?  

We all make mistakes. The difference is that some don’t learn from negative 
experiences. I try to understand why certain decisions are a mistake.  That helps guide 
future decisions. 
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14 What practical skills do you bring to this position?  

Background on Policy and Campaigning. 

15 Do you have any reason why you would not support the 
endorsed Democratic Presidential candidate in 2020?  

No 

16 How would you determine your position on an issue or a 
candidate that impact’s an area that you don’t live in?  

Try and listen to all sides. Look to people I trust that have a connection. 

17 Are you on a slate?  If yes, who else is on that slate with you?  
Why are you on that slate?  

No 

18 Is there any part of the DNC or CDP platform that you don’t agree 
with?  If yes, what is it and why? 

 Don’t think so. 

19 What do you like best about the Democratic Party?  
The fact that we make it a priority to include all interests.  
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