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Liberal Diva Endorsement Quesionnaire 
SDCDP 2020 Election 

 

Name ___Michael (Mike)__Bullock_________                                        AD_____76____ 

Email____mike_bullock@earthlink.net______             Phone _____760-754-8025____ 

Please keep all answers to 150 words or less. 
 

1 Why do you want to be on the San Diego County Central 
Committee? 

For the benefit of my 4 grandchildren and for the benefit of the Democrats in the 76th AD 

 
The Democratic Party is our best hope to stabilize our earth’s climate at a livable level. To do that, we 
must have large reductions in our GHG emissions by 2030. My focus is climate literacy and 
transportation policy. I bring a unique and critical skill set (math, science, systems engineering) to the 
Central Committee. My 10 years of experience getting results on the Central Committee and the State 
Committee will help me get things done that must be done. 

2 What is/are the issue(s) that concern you most (name up to 
three)? 
• Our existential, anthropogenic (meaning man made) climate-change crisis 
• Transportation policies that are unfair to low-income travelers and unsustainable as well 
• Our land-use/housing/zoning/homelessness problem 

3 How would your being on the SDCDP help with those/that 
issue(s)? 

I have written many resolutions that have been adopted by my Club and by the Central Committee. I 
have written many resolutions that have NOT been adopted by the Central Committee. I rarely write 
easy resolutions. Many of my adopted resolutions have then been used by me to get important policies 
into the CDP Platform, which is of course the official policy of the CDP.  

Also, candidates want me to consider them for endorsement and I try to meet with them.  I have gotten 
“Climate Literacy” to be defined in the CDP Platform and I “teach” to that definition. I have had 
discussions with over 40 candidates.  The last 4 have been the 2 new Carlsbad City Council candidates, a 
candidate for Vista City Council, and the Mayor of Lemon Grove. 
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I always consider a candidate’s website. I look for meaningful policy statements. I often reach out to the 
candidate to see if they are open to suggestions.  

4 Would you help bring forward and/or support a bylaw change 
that would get rid of the lifetime appointment (circle one) for 
Central Committee members?    

(I have not thought about this. You may have good reasons for a “Yes”. I would 
not want there to be too many lifetime appointments. I do appreciate “wisdom” 
and showing respect for years of service.)  

Yes                No 

 

5 What qualifies you to be on the Central Committee? 
Primarily, my experiences and my education 

Since retiring as a Satellite Systems Engineer 12 years ago, I have presented peer-reviewed technical 
papers on the topic of climate change and transportation at conferences in Calgary, Guadalajara, Long 
Beach, San Diego, New Orleans, Chicago, and the DC metro area. These papers develop climate 
stabilization measures for the difficult category of cars and light-duty trucks.  

Working at Lockheed for 36 years taught me to be a team player. This has helped me be successful in my 
work on the Central Committee.  

I wrote the original comment letter that started the Sierra Club lawsuit against the County’s deficient 
Climate Action Plan. I then worked on that suit, with the CEQA lawyers, to its conclusion. I also wrote the 
original letter on the County’s 2nd (failed) attempt to write a legal CAP.  

6 Have you read the Bylaws, the Policies and Procedures and the 
Code of Conduct for the SDCDP? 

 

Yes       No 

7 Who did you vote for President in the 2016 Democratic Primary? 
 

Hillary Clinton           Bernie Sanders     Donald Trump         Other or No Choice 
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8 If elected to the SDCDP, who will you pick as your alternate? 
I will stick with Bill Fowler, assuming he is not elected. My goal is always to have someone younger and 
smarter. I always instruct my alternates (I have had 3) to make the best possible choice, when they vote. 
We discuss our views. Bill does not always vote the way I vote. I was the Alternate for Judy Jones. She 
never required me to vote as she wished, although I can’t remember us disagreeing.  

9 How do you determine your support for or against a candidate or 
an initiative? 

The candidate must have a personality that will work in their sought-after office. They must have a 
reasonable chance to win. If there is only one Republican, it would be best to have an endorsed 
candidate. I look at their website. If it fails to even mention climate change, they are adding to the 
misconception that there is no crisis. I will try to get then to fix their website. I have made one terrible 
mistake.  I endorsed David Alvarez for Mayor. I should have voted and advocated for “No Endorsement”.  
“No Endorsement” would have meant that Nathan Fletcher would have been Mayor instead of Faulkner. 
I hate to make mistakes but I did learn from that experience. 

For initiatives, if it has to do with the environment, I can rely on my own knowledge base. Otherwise, I 
try to listen and learn. I do research before the meeting. 

10 Give an example of a time when you disagreed with a friend 
about something that you felt very strongly about.  Are you still 
friends with that person? 

Considering the primary election, I believe that the correct vote was “No Endorsement” for San Diego 
Mayor. My alternate Bill Fowler did the more conventional thing and voted to endorse Todd Gloria. Bill 
and I are still friends.  

11 What are two things you are willing to do to help get Democrats 
elected? 

Go-Team 

I have been on the Go-Team for 12 years. It was the first thing I did after moving down here. (Before I 
move down here, I often worked for Democrats. I worked hard for George McGovern, for example.) I 
pride myself in getting lots of yard signs installed around town and especially on my precinct. I use my 
bicycle. I know the houses that will take the signs and I go there first.  

I will do calling, including battleground states, like I did for Hillary in 2016, getting between 1 and 2 
votes per hour of calling. Sadly, I worked full time for Doug Applegate, for congress until Thursday 
before the election when I realized, that Trump could win.  
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12 Tell about a time when you did something that you didn’t like to 
do or disagreed with but did it anyway because it was good for 
other people. 

About half the time, I do deliver GO-Team door-hangers, when there is something on the door hanger 
that I am not going to vote for. I keep my mouth shut and keep a smile on my face. The Central 
Committee does the best it can. I respect their decisions. We have to elect Democrats. That is our only 
hope. 

13 Tell about a time you made a mistake.  What did you learn from 
this experience? 

I voted for and advocated for endorsing David Alvarez for Mayor of San Diego, before the primary 
election.  (I like David and think he would have been a good mayor.) However, this endorsement ruined 
the chances of Nathan Fletcher getting into the fall election, where I believe he would have won. Nathan 
met with me weeks before the vote, in Old Town,  and we went over Climate Literacy and 
Transportation Policy. I found him to be a great guy, although he had only recently become a Democrat. 
David would not meet with me. I knew I had a hard choice. Several influential Central Committee 
members worked on me to endorse David. I needed to be more independent. This experience helped 
me make some hard choices since then that have turned out to be correct.  

14 What practical skills do you bring to this position? 
I bike, I walk, I talk, I type, I do Excel spread sheets and I do Power Point presentations. I have been a 
successful husband, father, brother, and grandfather, which must indicate some sort of skills.  

 

15 Do you have any reason why you would not support the 
endorsed Democratic Presidential candidate in 2020? 

No 

16 How would you determine your position on an issue or a 
candidate that impact’s an area that you don’t live in? 

I would generally do the same as described in Question 9 above. The main difference is that I would 
respect the decisions made by the Democrats in that area, unless there was some overwhelmingly 
important problem I had with their decision.  
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17 Are you on a slate?  If yes, who else is on that slate with you?  
Why are you on that slate? 

The people on the potential slate have not agreed to let me state who they are.  This slate is not final 
but I hope it becomes final. If it does, I will be honored to be on that slate. I have not always agreed with 
all of them on every single issue but I think they are all great people.  I was thrilled when the leader 
approached me.  

18 Is there any part of the DNC or CDP platform that you don’t agree 
with?  If yes, what is it and why? 

No, but there are things that are not there that need to be there.  

19 What do you like best about the Democratic Party? 
It is our best hope of keeping our sovereignty, our democracy, and a planet that will support our 
survival. Human extinction would start with localized suffering and then, to quote from an issue of 
Scientific American, we will have a “devastating collapse of the human population”.  Given our 
predicament, I love the Democratic Party. Of course I also like that fact that it celebrates diversity and it 
works to lift up all people.  
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