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Liberal Diva Endorsement Questionnaire 
SDCDP 2020 Election 

 

Name___Robert “Rob” Howard__________                                      AD___76________ 

Email_Rob.Howard@uwua246.com_____________          Phone_760-828-3058____  

 

Please keep all answers to 150 words or less. 
 

 

1 Why do you want to be on the San Diego County Central 
Committee? 

I am running because after attending SDCCC meetings, I see the committee in need of more diverse 
voices that are willing to listen.  We have great ideas but if we spend more time fighting each other 
instead of growing the party, we lose elections.    

2 What is/are the issue(s) that concern you most (name up to 
three)? 

a. Turnout – we are not engaging the communities effectively enough for diverse communities to 
feel engaged and willing to work to help with the turnout.  Listening to diverse communities and 
engaging us will help. 

b. Economic inequality – This is what I believe is our near term concern.  Right now, as a veteran, 
when I see homelessness, I wonder why we served. We need to close the gap by increasing the 
ability to reach the middle class.  A stronger middle class leads to a stronger economy and a 
stronger country. 

c. Criminal Justice reform – Our party can lead this effort.  It shows we believe in justice for all. 

3 How would being on the SDCDP with those/that issue(s)? 
a. Turnout – being engaged with the party provides access to the wheels of power making 

decisions on where we focus and what platform priorities get resources.  I get frustrated by the 
party’s “old school” approach to communities that are not on the radar.  If we turnout, we win. 

b. Economic Inequality – we are here to elect democrats.  We should be electing democrats that 
have cultural competence around economics and equality.  Being on the committee provides a 
voice to address this issue. 

c. Criminal Justice Reform – same as b.  Competence matters. 
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4 Would you help bring forward and/or support a bylaw change 
that would get rid of the lifetime appointment (circle one) for 
Central Committee members?    

 

Yes                No 

 

5 What qualifies you to be on the Central Committee? 
a. I have several years in nonprofit leadership.  I am currently on the San Diego Labor Council 

Executive Board and president of my local which brings knowledge and access to the workforce.  
I have over 35 years in the nuclear industry which has given me access to an immense amount 
of climate information.  As a former president of the North San Diego County NAACP, I bring 
cultural competence to the CC.  I am currently volunteering with several youth groups in the 
hopes to helping them with their knowledge of politics. 

6 Have you read the Bylaws, the Policies and Procedures and the 
Code of Conduct for the SDCDP? 

 

Yes       No 

7 Who did you vote for President in the 2016 Democratic Primary? 
 

Hillary Clinton           Bernie Sanders     Donald Trump         Other or No Choice 

 

8 If elected to the SDCDP, who will you pick as your alternate? 
My current selection is Michelle Gomez 
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9 How do you determine your support for or against a candidate or 
an initiative? 
I like to check into their positions, history and where they stand on issues critical to me.   

10 Give an example of a time when you disagreed with a friend 
about something that you felt very strongly about.  Are you still 
friends with that person? 
I have a veteran friend that is a trump supporter.  Yes we are still friends but he has been talking a 
lot less about how great trump is as president.  He knows. 

11 What are two things you are willing to do to help get Democrats 
elected? 
a. Get diverse volunteers to help with campaigns. 
b. 2020 is in the implementation stage.  I want to help us recruit and develop the pipeline for 

2020.  I believe we need a strong focus on down ballot elections. Not everyone should be 
running for congress when we are missing candidates for local school boards. 

12 Tell about a time when you did something that you didn’t like to 
do or disagreed with but did it anyway because it was good for 
other people. 
Early in my nuclear career, I saw discrimination on my job.  I didn’t want to speak up and fight but I 
did.  The manager was discriminating against a woman candidate who was trying to become an 
operator due to having to provide for her family.  Her husband got injured on the job and couldn’t 
work.  Through my union, we were able to stop the blocks and get her the chance to test.   She 
became one of the best operators at the plant.  She just needed a chance. 

 

 

13 Tell about a time you made a mistake.  What did you learn from 
this experience? 
As someone that works in nuclear power, every mistake, no matter how small is evaluated and 
shared so that others can learn.  I went to the wrong unit and took rounds on unit 3 when I was in 
unit 2.  We had a discussion about attention to detail and about fatigue.  I was working a graveyard 
shift where I did not sleep well.   



The Liberal Diva Endorsement Questionnaire 2020/P a g e  | 4 
 

14 What practical skills do you bring to this position? 
I am what Malcolm Gladwell calls a connector.  I enjoy getting individuals and groups to work 
together.  I have also been trained as a mediator.  Finding common ground is critical as we work to 
increase turnout and win elections. 

 

15 Do you have any reason why you would not support the 
endorsed Democratic Presidential candidate in 2020? 
No 

16 How would you determine your position on an issue or a 
candidate that impact’s an area that you don’t live in? 
It would be important to me to listen to those in that area.  Troops on the ground understand the 
intricacies of local issues and it is critical to engage those that best understand the local issues and 
overlay their input with the platform.  

17 Are you on a slate?  If yes, who else is on that slate with you?  
Why are you on that slate? 
No, but due to the high number of candidates, I am considering joining one. 

18 Is there any part of the DNC or CDP platform that you don’t agree 
with?  If yes, what is it and why? 
I am not there on the Death with Dignity Plank.  I think healthcare and pain management when 
done with dignity is a better option.  I believe if we were better at providing access to better 
healthcare, we could makes this plank less necessary. 

 

19 What do you like best about the Democratic Party? 
The focus on democracy and bringing people up instead of wedge issues and corporate interest. 
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